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Thou ſhalt not allow a Multi tude to do Evil; neither ſhalt thou ſpeak 


THE 


Whole Truth; 


O R, 


A full Diſplay of thoſe Sentiments, 
for which ſome have been excommu- 
nicated a certain Independent Church 
in L oN dN 


Being a true Cop x of a 


LETTER 


Which the Jate 


Mr. JOHN ALLEN, 


Who was under the ſaid Church's Cenſures for 
the ſame Sentiments, ſent to the Church ſome 
time before his Death; but it being rejected 

and not read, was prepared ſor the Preſs, firſt 
by himſelf, and now made publick at the De- 
ſire both of Relations and Friends. 
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in a Cauſe to decline after many, to ⁊ureſt Teen. Exod. xxiii. z. 
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ld doe a douche att 
T HE 
PREFACE 
2 Candid Reader, 
* ob mf ſoc depend 


2 | | 
4 Wm > that what is now before 
f 82750 thee is an exatt Copy , 


— — — x 


on, "af the Letter which the late Mr. 

John Allen ſent 70 an Independent 

| Church of which he was a Member, 
l and under whoſe Cenſures he lay for 
ſome time, (till the Lord was pleaſed 


— to remove him hence) only becauſe he 
firmly denied that Jeſus Chriſt was tha 

— begotten Son of God, or in 

' 1 other 


. FALK | 
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1 Il, The P REFA CE. 
F other Words, that one Perſon in the 

Trinity, as ſuch, was eternally begot- 

ten of the other. For this he was ad- ; 
monifhed by the Church, but ſtill reſted 2 
(thro Grace) in the ſame Opinion; ven | 
when his Deſalution ſeem'd to draw 
nigh, he was quite the Reverſe from 
altering his Sentiments. It was ſur- | 
med by ſome indecd, that God had "1 
taken him out of the Land of the Liv- 

ing as Judgment upon him for this | 
Error, as it was called; but in Oppo- * 
| Nitin to this, let it be camſider d, -why f 
might not ſuch a Stroke be a Repremand 
to the Church; a Providence to ſhew 
them, that the Lord would wot ſuffer. 
. their Hearts, eſpecially againſt one whe | 
had ſo boldly. ſtocd up far the Honour . 
bis Redeemer f Beſides, had Death | 
een as a' Judgment to him, it is bighty OF 
probable the Lord would not have af } 
Ew him his 3 — iu that 


Hour; 7 


* © y 15 0 - 7 
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De PREFACE. iii. 
Hour ; which that he did, was ever ſeen, 
when the Delirinms, into which his Fe- 


ver run him, abated ; at thoſe Times, 
2 who were with him can teſtify, that 

he really appeared to enjoy much of 
God, as his future Portion and ren 


ing great Reward. | | ” 


I need not relate here the Reaſons 


he had for ſending this Letter to the 
Church, becauſe he in the Letter declares 


them; only let this be noted, that had 


not the kind Hand of Death (kind I 


mean with regard to himſelf) carried © 


him to that  AJembly and Church of the 


firſt-born in the New Jeruſalem, where 


no Excommunications can ever reach 
him, he was to have been excluded 


the Independent Church to which he 
was related, for holding the Sentiments 


he diſcovers in theſe Pages. Whether 


ſuch Sentiments merit Excommunication? 
or whether the Church ſhould not m 


Juſtice 


"4 
1 


iv. The PREFACE. 


Fuſtice have heard, as he deſi red, theſe 
. Things from his own Mouth which are 

now printed“ or whether after all, they 
ſhould not have read his Letter? muſt 
be determined by all impartial Perſons, 

who truly underſtand the Nature of an 

Independent Church, with the Freedom 
and Right of its Members. 


A true 


—excuſe it as a Slip of the Tongue, rather 


Ge a A r 
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A TRUE Covy 


OF A 


LETTER; Gr. 


BRETHREN, X 

Y Reaſons for ſending this to you 

M are two: Firft, Left any of the 
Brethren ſhould have been mif-infarmed , 
or left any of you ſhould have miſtaken 
me in what I faid: And therefore I 
do now declare, that if I have faid 
any thing contrary to what is herein ex- 
preſs'd, I do now retract it, and hope you'll 


than an Error in Judgment. And, Secondh, 
That if you proceed in the Manner you 
-bave begun, the World may judge what 

BD Errors 


iv. The PREFACE. 


Fuſtice have heard, as he deſired, thoſe 
. Things from his own Mouth which are 

now printed? or whether after all, they 
ſhould not have read his Letter? muſt 
be determined by all impartial Perſons, 
who truly underſi and the Nature of an 
Independent Church, with the Freedom 


and Right of its Members. 


A true 


DIES: COLL CLE DIITIIIIEE 
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A TRUE COP 


OF A 


LETTER; &c. 


BRETHREN, E 


Y Reaſons for ſending this to you 
are two: Firſt, Left any of the 


' Brethren ſhould have been miſ-informed , 


or left any of you ſhould have miſtaken 


me in what I fad: And therefore I 


do now declare, that if I have faid 
any thing contrary to what is herein ex- 


preſs'd, I do now retract it, and hope you'll 


excule it as a Slip of the Tongue, rather 


than an Error in Judgment. And, Second, 
That if you proceed in the Manner you 
have begun, the World may judge what 


B Errors 


(2) 
Errors and Hereſies I am guilty of, either 


in my Confeſſion of Faith, or in my (I muſt 
confeſs weak) Expoſition of Scripture. 


Now to declare my Faith, with Regard 
to the Trinity of Perſons in the one undivid- 
ed Eſſence, I would do it thus: Fin, I be- 
lieve there is but one God, agreeable to that 
Text, Deut. vi. 4. Hear O Iſrael, the Lord 
our God is one Lord. And another, Iſai. xliw. 
6. Befides me there is no God. And that in 
this one God, is all the Perfections of Deity 
eſſentially reſiding, as, Eternity, Self-Ex- 
iſtency, Omniſciency, Omnipreſency, Al- 
mighty, Incomprehenſible, Immenſity, In- 
finity, &c. and all divine Attributes, as, 
infinite Wiſdom, Juſtice, Holineſs, Mercy, 
Goodneſs, and Truth. 


But then I further believe, according to 
the Warrant of the Holy Ghoſt, that there 
are three diſtinct Perſons in this one undi- 
vided God; and that according to their 
Nature and divine Names, they are co- 
equal, co-efſential, and co-eternal, without 
any 


C3) 
any Procedure one from another; for 
there are three that bare Record in Heaven, 


the Fatber, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt ; 


and likewiſe that there is not one thing ap- 
plicable to one Perſon, but it's equally ap- 
plicable to the other two, with reſpect to 
divine Attributes, Perfections, Honours, 


Sc. I further believe that tbe Word was 


made Fleſh, and dwelt among us, according, to 
Joh. i. 14. or that (in other Words) the 
ſecond glorious Perſon in the ever-adorable 
Trinity took into Union with his own 


divine Perſon, human Nature, and is now: 


but the one Perſon. of the Mediator, theo? 


he hath: two Natures ; foraſmuch as the Chil. 


dren were Pertakers of Fleſh and Blood, he * 
himſelf took Part of the ſame. 


- 


1 likewiſe believe that Je Cheift is che 


only begotten Son of God, yea, that he is 


the everlaſting Son: of the everlaſting Fa- 


ther; that is, that he, as the Glory-Man, in 
Union to the divine Word, was ſet up 
from Everlaſting as the Wiſdom Mediator. 


382 . | I 


(4) 


Ilikewiſe believe it to be my indiſpen ſibſe 
Duty to take Things as the Holy Ghoſt is. 
pleaſed to lay them down, and not ſeperate 
thoſe Things which I humbly conceive 
God in his Word hath inſeperably joined 
together. So, as the God-Man is in ſuch a 
myſterious Manner united, as to be but one 
Perſon (and as ſuch conſidered in all his 
Acts, as tranſacting in the Covenant, and 
in Man's Redemption, Sc.) was the Perſon 
of the Son of God. But tho* we are not 
to divide his Natures, yet J humbly con- 
ceive we may diſtinguiſh them; as when I 
ſpeak of the divine Nature in an abſtract 
Senſe, he is the Word ; when of the human 
Nature in an abſtra& Senſe, he is the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus. But I look on him now as 4 
Perſon in the Trinity cloathed with our 
Nature, to be the Perſon of the Son of God: 
And as the Term Son of God 1s applicable 
to him in Scripture as the Perſon of the 
Mediator, (as the Blood of Feſus Chriſt, his 
Son, cleanſeth us from all Sin) then (ſpeaking 
for myſclf) was I to call him begotten Son 

of 


(5) 
of God only in his divine Nature, I am 
afraid J ſhould ſeperate that which God 
. hath joingd, | 


* Now whereas it hath been reported from 
without, that our Church hath Sabellians in 
it; and it was ſaid at the Church-Meeting, 
that what we urged was Arianiſm, give me 
Leave to uſe the Words of a certain 
Perſon, ſpeaking of an Author that had be- 
ſpatter*d him. We cannot (ſays he) but 
complain of this as an Injury done us, 
and inſiſt that the Perſon retract it; if 
* theſe were Conſequences juſtly deducible 
from our Principles, he ought not to re- 
* preſent us, as holding of them, when we 
at the ſame time utterly diſavow them: 
This is not fair Dealing.“ But leſt this 

| ſhould not be thought enough, I ſhall en. 
deavour according to the beſt of my poor 
Ability, to prove the proper Deity, and diſtinct 

Perſonality of my dear Lord Jeſus Chriſt. - 


FB, Then as to his. Deity. or the 

Divinity of Chriſt, I ſhall endeavour. to- 

prove it, 1½ by his divine Names, as, Iſai. 
B 3 1X. 64. 


(6) 
ix. 6. The mighty God, and everlaſting Father. 
And Rom. ix. 5. Over all, and God bleſſed for 
ever. And 1 Tim. vi. 14, 15. UnM#l the Ap. 
pearing of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Which in bis 
Times be ſball ſhew, who is the bleſſed and on- 


& Potemate, the King of Kings, and Lord of 


Tords. And Rev. i. 8. 1 am Alpha and 
Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, ſaith the 
Lord, which is, and which was, and which is 
to came, the Almighty, And Verſe 11. The- 


Firſt and the Laſt, From theſe Portions of 
Holy Writ, I fairly gather the proper Deity. 


of Chriſt ; or that Chriſt is the Almighty 


God, the King of Kings, and Lord of 


Lords, the Firſt and Laſt, the bleſſed and: 
only Potentate, But 2dy. By his divine 
Perfections and Attributes, as he is prov'd 
to be God, then to him, as God, belongs 


all the Perfections of Deity, as, Eternity, 


Selfexiſtency,,. Independency, Omnipotency, 
Sr. and Wiſdom, Juſtice, Truth, Se. 
Theſe belong only to Deity; we ewe: 
Deity to belong to Chriſt, therefore Chriſt 
s the eternal, almighty, ſelf-exiſtent, inde-. 
pendent Jehovah. Don't miſtake me, I 
dort 


(755 


don't mean as ſome. have expreſſed, that 
the human Nature is ſo, but the divine 
Word, that was made Fleſh. It might 
alſo be prov'd from his divine Works, and 
divine Aſcriptions of Praiſe to him; but let 
what I have ſaid ſuffice. But, 


Secondly, To prove his diſtinct Perfonali- 


ty, the Word of God declares,. x John v. 


7. There are three that bare Record in Hea- 
ven. I know Sabellians have raiſed an Objec- 
tion, and ſay, three what ? the Word don't 
name Perſons, but means Characters or Of. 


fices. True, I ſay, the Word don't name 


Perſons, but it manifeſtly implies Perſons 


under theſe Characters, and how Reongru- 
ous would it be, for the Holy Ghoſt to ſay 
a Character or an Office bares Record, for 


that's only a Property belonging to the 


Perſon. Again, how Strange it is for the 


Holy Ghoſt to ſay there are three, and yet 
mean but one. Wherefore I think it's 
manifeſt that theſe are perſonal Names here, 
and are ſpoken of as ſuch in other Parts of 
the facred . Writings, The Perſon of the 

Father 


(8) 
Father 'needs no Proof, and as for the Spirit 
or Holy Ghoſt, it's faid, ſpeaking of Chriſt, 
Who through the eternal Spirit, offered himſelf 
toGod. And Ifai. xlvii. 16. The Tord God, and 
Bis Spirit hath ſent me, But to be as brief. 
as poſſible, I. ſhall paſs this, and likewiſe 
ſome Texts of Scripture that ſpeak of the 
. Perſonality of the Word, as, Heb. iv. 12. 
and Rev, xiii, 13. and only take Notice of 
one unanſwerable. Paſſage of Holy Writ, 
which eaſily anſwers the Sabellians Objecti- 
on, and will ſtand in the Face of all Op- 


poſition, and that is Joh. i. 1. The Word 


was God, and the ſame was with God, The 
ſecond: glorious Perſon in the Trinity that 
was griiouſly pleaſed to- make himſelf 
known to us by the Name Word, was 
God; there is his proper Deity ; and as 
nothing in Scripture is ſuperfluous, ſo cer. 
tainly. the Phraſe «with, . muſt ſignify with 
another: It would be very incongruous to 
ſay, I was with myſelf, - So as the Holy 
Ghoſt hath been pleaſed to ſpeak according 
to our Capacities, the Phraſe with, muſt 


hold forth a diſtin& Perſon, But, Oh!I am 
griev'd 


(9 ): 
gerd to think, that any of the dear 
Children of God, to maintain an Opinion, 
ſhould ſay, that the Word don't ſignify 
proper Deity. God forbid that any of us 
ſhould deſire to be wiſe above what is writ- 
ten; for the Holy Ghoſt declares, and who 
dare deny it, that te Word was God, he 
was God, I can't think but that, with 
a little Reflection, they will ſee, that the 
Perſon of the Word is God, whatever Quib- 
lings they may make about the Name the 
Perſon is pleaſed to reveal himſelf by: How- 
ever I dare not go any other Way, than the 
ſcriptural one, and there the Holy Ghoſt 


plainly tells us, that the Word was God, and 


was with God; was God, there's his proper 
Deity ; was with God, there's his diſtinct 
Perſonality. | 


But then it is reported that I have de- 
nied the Sonſhip of Chriſt, and a Brother 
of the Church ſaid to me, that Brother 
R--e had told him, that J did deny the 
Perſonality of the Son, I ſhall therefore. 


endeavour, as the Lord ſhall enlighten 1 me 
; into; 


(10) 
into his Word, to vindicate myſelf from 
theſe foul Aſpertions; and as a Brother of 
the Church, whom I very much 
value, faid, he hoped I would let you 
know how he was a Son, if not in your 
Senſe, I ſhall freely and candidly open my 
Thoughts to you; and if I ſhould: fay any 


thing wrong, I hope you will ſhew it to- 


me, and if prov'd to be ſo, I ſhall, with. 
all Humility readily own my Fault. 


It is allowed on the other Side, (by a 
great Man) that the Mediator is Son of 
God, but that his being a Mediator did 
not conſtitute him a Son. Now T-apprehend 
it thus, viz. That it was the eternal Will of 


Jehovah in all his infinite Perſons, that one of 


the glorious Three, (viz. he, who was pleaſed 
to make himſelf known to us by the Name 
Word) ſhould' take Fleſh, Now (if I re- 
member right) the Learned ſay, that the 
putting two Things together, and bringing, 
forth one, is generating. Thus, the divine 
Word and the Glory-Man was united or put 
together, and ſo generated, and became, or 


was 


611 


was brought forth as the Perſon of the God- 


Man, the Perſon of the Mediator, or the 


Perſon of the Son. And this I think I fairly ga- 


ther from thoſe Paſſages of Holy Writ re- 
corded in the viii th of Proverbs, which 
Chapter, I humbly conceive, is plainly 
ſpeaking of the Mediator; and is carried by 
our late worthy Paſtor to him as Mediator. 
1 Wiſdom ( fays he) dwell with Prudence; by 
which I underſtand the Wiſdom Mediator, 
{t up from Everlaſting : Well he faith Ver, 
24. When there was no Depths, I was brought 
forth; and Ver. 25. Before the Mountains 
were ſettled ; before the Hills was I brought 
forth. Here the Holy Ghoſt hath laid 
down the Words brought forth twice, that 


we may take the more Notice of it. Now 
to be brought forth ſignifies, as I humbly 


apprehend, a Birth, ( Shall I bring to the 
Birth, and not bring forth, ſaith the Lord) and 
a Birth ſignifies begetting. Thus (ſpeaking 
for myſelf,) I humbly conceive, that the 
true begetting the Son of God is the Uni- 
on of two Natures, and bringing forth the 
Perſon of the Son Mediator, before the 

Mountains 


3 


{ ua } 


Mountains were ſettled. And indeed Bre. 


thren, I do humbly think, with all due 
Submiſſion, according to that ſmall Mea- 
are of Light my Lord hath been pleaſed to 
favour me with, that the general Scope of 


the Word of God that ſpeaks of the Word 


Son, Sc. are Proofs of his Sonſhip in this 
Senſe. And now I humbly beg Leave to 
tell you what I take to be the Senſe or 
Meaning of thoſe controverted Texts that 
ſpeak of the Word Son and begotten Son, and 
how I humbly concieve we may fairly take 


them as Proofs of the above Aſſertion, with- 


out the leaſt Infringement upon them, or 
forcing them in the leaſt Reſpet. 


And here J beg Leave to makea Remark 
by the Way, and that is this; that the Per- 


ſon of the Mediator, the Gad-Man, or 
Son, is not the Father's Servant, as ſuch, 
but is, when conſider'd in his Office of 


Mediator: And likewiſe, tho' I have thus 


- underſtood the Union of the two Natures, 
yet not to confound them, each Nature re- 
maining ſtill the ſame. But to return: Now 


I 


.. 


3 F | ( 13 ) 
I am going about ſuch a Work as this is, 
may the Lord grant, that I may not be 
ſuſſered to open my Mouth or touch Paper 
* with my Pen to the Diſhonour or Diminu- 
tion of the Glory of my glorious Redeemer 
and Saviour, no not in the leaſt Reſpect. 
The firſt Text is Pſal. ii. 7. Thou art my 
Son, this Day have I begotten thee, This 
Text 1s carried by the Apoſtle Paul, not on- 
ly to his Reſurrection, (Acts xiii, 33.) but 
to his being the mediatorial Prieſt of God. 
Heb v. 5. So alſo, Chriſt glorified not himſelf, 
to be made an High Prieſt ; but he that ſaid un- 
to bim, Thou art my Son, to day have ] begot- 
ten thee, He, I apprehend, was an infallible 
Expoſitor of Scripture, and I hope I ſhall 
not offend when I fay he hath not a parallel 
Man now in being. Beſides, our late ho- 
noured Paſtor ſays thus, ſpeaking of the | 
Text; For that alſo ſpeaks of the Mat. 
ce ter of theſe union Settlements about the 
„ Redeemer. Tis a common and re- 
% ceived Opinion of Divines, that theſe 
** Words are ſpoken of the eternal Genera- 
tion of the Son of God, I ſhall prove 
| = Rs «* the 


** ds 
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(14) 
e the former Truth againſt the latter 
Opinion, by three Arguments.“ (Obſerve 
he calls the firſt a Truth, the latter an 
Opinon only) In ſhort, he goes on for ſeve- 
ral Pages, to prove it, that the Mediator 
is God's Son. The reafon I quote this emi- 
nent Servant of Chriſt is, becauſe he was in 
the Eternal Generation Scheme: But ſeeing 
this Text, I fay ſeeing this Text to have 
a manifeſt Reference to the Mediator, he 
I believe faithfully ſpoke his Mind, He 
faith, Page 92 of his great Book. And 
* ſo you have the Coherence plain for the 
© Mediator for Chriſt, and that it was the 


© Father's begetting him his mediatorial 


« Son. *Tis a harſh Conſtruction of Eter- 
& nity in applying of it to this Day. A 
* Day begins, fay the Period were a 
© 1,000 Years; Age, fay the Period were 
* 100,000 Years, yet this long Day will 
* have a Beginning. (Page 94) What can 
ebe plainer then that the ſame begetting 
de him, was as a filial Mediator, or a 


& mediatorial Son into his Throne. 


( Whereas, to call him Son as Mediator, 


Brother | 


C33} 
Brother D F- d ſaid, was ſhuffling 
however I hope Mr. Huſſey did not ſhuffle) 
He ſays, Page 98, he blames them that 
unwarily aſſert the Doctrine of Eternal Ge- 
neration from the forenamed Text, and 
Micah v. 2. the Meaning of which he very 
well ſhews. I am not very fond of pinning 
my Faith on the Sleeve of an Author, but 
did not know how to word it better than 
this Gentleman had done for me. Here 
we may obſerve, that Divines tell us, that 
in many Places of Scripture, what is ſpoken 
of the Perſon of Chriſt in one Nature, is 
predicated of the other. I alſo obſerve that 
if we take all Scripture, as it lies in the Let- 
ter, we muſt believe God hath Blood, and 
that he died; and that the Bread and Wine, 
after Conſecration, is the real Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, I hope therefore it will 
not be thought Hereſy in me, for not taking 
of thoſe Texts that ſpeak of the Words 
Son and begotten Son, as they may ſeem to 
lie in the Letter, or as Men have interpret- 
ted them, but in that Way which I appre- 
hend moſt for the Glory of his divine Per- 
fections. 3 The 


„ 
ce the former Truth againſt the latter 
„Opinion, by three Arguments.“ (Obſerve 
he calls the firſt a Truth, the latter an 
Opinon only) In ſhort, he goes on for ſeve- 
ral Pages, to prove it, that the Mediator 
is God's Son. The reaſon T quote this emi- 
nent Servant of Chriſt is, becauſe he was in 
the Eternal Generation Scheme: But ſeeing 
this Text, I fay ſeeing this Text to have 
a manifeſt Reference to the Mediator, he 
I believe faithfully ſpoke his Mind, He 
faith, Page 92 of his great Book. And 


<« ſo you have the Coherence plain for the 


Mediator for Chriſt, and that it was the 
& Father's begetting him his mediatorial 
“ Son. *Tis a harſh Conſtruction of Eter- 
ce nity in applying of it to hi Day. A 
„ Day begins, ſay the Period were a 
% 1,000 Yearsz Age, ſay the Period were 
& 100,000 Years, yet this long Day will 


© have a Beginning. (Page 94) What can 


© be plainer then that the ſame begetting 
e him, was as a filial Mediator, or a 
© mediatorial Son into his Throne.“ 
( Whereas, to call him Son as Mediator, 

Brother 


(15) Oo 
Brother D F- d ſaid, was ſhuffling 
however I hope Mr. Huſſey did not ſhuffle) 
He ſays, Page 98, he blames them that 
unwarily aſſert the Doctrine of Eternal Ge- 
neration from the forenamed Text, and 
Micah v. 2. the Meaning of which he very 
well ſhews. I am not very fond of pinning 
my Faith on the Sleeve of an Author, but 
did not know how to word it better than 
this Gentleman had done for me. Here 
we may obſerve, that Divines tell us, that 
in many Places of Scripture, what is ſpoken 
of the Perſon of Chriſt in one Nature, is 
predicated of the other, I alſo obſerve that 
if we take all Scripture, as it lies in the Let- 
ter, we mult believe. God hath Blood, and 
that he died 3 and that the Bread and Wine, 
after Conſecration, is the real Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, I hope therefore it will 
not be thought Hereſy in me, for not taking 
of thoſe Texts that ſpeak of the Words 
Son and begotten Son, as they may ſeem. to 
lie in the Letter, or as Men have interpret- 
ted them, but in that Way which I appre- 
hend molt for the Glory of his divine Per- 
fections. 8 4 The 


(16) 


The next Text is Matt. xi. 27. Al 


Things are delivered unto me of my Father : 


And no Man knoweth the Son, but the Father : 


Neither knoweth any Man the Father, ſave the Son, 
and he to whomſoever the Son will reveal him. I 
apprehend theſe Words not ſpoke of the 
divine Nature in an abſtract Senſe, becauſe 
it's faid, all Things are delivered unto me; for 
as God, he had all Things eſſentially in 
himſelf; but I humbly concieve they were 
delivered to him as Mediator, for it pleaſed 
the Father, that in him all Fulneſs ſhould dwell, 


The next is Joh. i, 18. No Man hath 
ſeen God at any time; the only begotten Son, 
which is in the Boſom of the Father, he hath de. 
clared him, Conſidering him as a divine 
Perſon in an abſtract Senſe, he was the moſt 
High God himſelf, and therefore needed 
as much to be revealed as the other two 
glorious Perſons ; but God who at &c, ſpeak 
to our Fathers &c. hath ſpoken to us by his Son. 
Not Deity in an abſtra& Senſe that ſpoke 
to us, but as Mediator he revealed God to 

4 us 
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us. Therefore J humbly conceive this Text 
ſpoke of him, as God's only begotten me- 
diatorial Son, 


Another is Matt. xxviii. 19. Go teach all 
Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 
J humbly conceive the Perſon of the Son 
here ſpoken of, is the divine Word, in 
Union with the Glory-Man ; and as the Na- 
tions were firſt to be taught, before they 
were baptized, this they were to know, that 
they were not to worſhip an abſolute God, 
but that the ſecond Perſon the Son, into 
whoſe Name they were baptized, was con- 
ſider'd as cloathed with our Nature. And 
this Expoſition of the Trinity, taking in, 
in the ſecond Perſon, human Nature, feems 
to be the Way our late worthy Paſtor ex- 
pounded the Trinity. He ſays, The 
Article and Chapter of the Trinity 
„ ought not to ſtand as Men have ſer it, 
« for as they have laid it, it is very remote 
« from the evengelical Revelation of God 
« in Chriſt; rather the whole Chapter, or 

-C-3 Chapters 


(18) 
Chapters ought to be taken in Pieces and 
new mended, in the ſyſtematical Draughts 
thereof. It ſhould be inwrought with, 
„ by, and through Chriſt, as Chriſt ; and 
© then it would be an Article, both ap- 


cc 


cc 


cc 


proachable to the Believer, whilſt the 
Man was a Hiding-place, covering the 
Soul whilſt this glorious Majeſty paſſed 
by, and . likewiſe ſerviceable to the 
„ Chriſtian Religion,” Thus then, in Bap- 
tiſm, we are baptized in the Trinity, as in- 
wrought with, by, and through Chriſt, and 
that is known to us by the Word Son. 


cc 


cc 


cc 


Another Text is Heb. v. 8, Though he 
were a Son, yet learned he Obedience, by the 
Things which he ſuffered. Theſe Words, I 
apprehend, are plainly ſpoken of him as a 
Prieſt, Ver. 10. Called of God an High Prieſt, 
Beſides, conſidering him as the moſt high 
God in an abſtract Senſe, how the eternal 
Jehovah could ſuffer, and learn Obedience, 
I confeſs I know not: But I conſider him 
here as the Prieſt of God, and glorious 
Mediator between God and Man, in ful- 


filling 


4 „ 
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filling which great Work, he both ſuffered 
and learned Obedience. 0 


One more is 1 Joh. iii. 8. For this Pur- 
poſe the Son of God was manifeſted, that he 
might deftroy the Works of the Devil. 1 hum- 
bly conceive, that as the Glory-Man in 
Union with the divine Word, was ſet up 
from Everlaſting, in the Fulneſs of Time 
God ſent him forth, or manifeſted him to 
deſtroy the Works of the Devil. And this 
Senſe appears plain to me, becauſe it ſeems 
as if the whole Scope and Tenor of God's 
ſacred Word was this Way, viz. That the 
Mediator is the Son of God, as, Joh. i. 34. 
T ſaw and bare Record that this is the Son 
of God. And the Voice from Heaven ſaid 
this is my beloved Son. And Luk. i. 35; 
That holy Thing which ſball be born of thee, 
ſhall be called the Son of God. And Joh. x, 
36. Say ye of him whom the Father hath 
ſanttified and ſent into the World, Thou blaſ- 
Pbemeſt; becauſe J ſaid, I am the Son of God? 
And Acts viii. 37. J believe that Feſus 
Chriſt is the Son of God, And Peter ſaid, 

Thou 


Thou ert Chriſt the Son of the living God, And 
1Joh. iii. 23. That. ve fhowld believe on the 
Name of his Son Feſus Chriſt, And 2 Cor. 
i. 19. For the Son of God Feſus Chriſt, &c. 
And 1 Joh. i. 7. The Blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
his Son ckanfeth us from all Sin. Oh! this 
choife and comfortable Word, this" ſweet 
Word, the Blood of Teſus Chriſt bis Son 
Surely none can have ſuch groſs Ideas of 
this Text, as to think this is ſpoken of the 
divine Nature only, for as God he had no 
Blood; yet, the Blood of his Son, Gods Son, 
&c. And laſtly, Rom. v. ro. Being reconciled 
by the Death of his Son. Surely none will 
think, that the divine Word (or Son as they 
fay) died; yet, be Death of his Son. 
Many more might be brought, and more 
faid to it, but that belongs to abler Heads 
than mine. Thus, Brethren, I humbly ap- 
prehend (according to the ſmall Meaſure of 
Light the Lord hath been pleaſed to be- 
ſtow upon me) this to be the Senſe of the 
above Paſſages of Holy Writ, and that thus 
they may be applied as Proofs of the Son- 
ſhip of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt in the above 
Senſe. And 


( 21 ) 


And as to the divine Perfections, I do 
not ſee how in any manner my Sentiments 
claſhes with them, for I believe them to be 
three co-eternal,, and every way equal in 
Power, Exiſtence and Glory, as I e I 
have before prov'd. 


Thus, Brethren, I have endeavoured to 
vindicate myſelf from thoſe diſmal; black 
and heavy Charges (tho* unjuſt). faſtened 
upon me,. of denying the Divinity or di- 
ſtint Perſonality of my dear Lord Jeſus 


Chriſt, or of his Sonſhip. I would humbly 


ask, what it is more the ſtricteſt Trinitarian 


can demand: I humbly apprehend my De. 
claration ſecures the Doctrine of the ever- 


bleſſed Trinity, and, I hope, the true Son- 
ſhip of Chriſt. I do not at preſent ſee any 
fundamental Principle that I do deny, nor 
any fundamental Error that I hold. Indeed 
J can't fee (and that is the only Thing which 
I do deny) that the ſecond glorious Perſon 
in the ever - adorable Trinity (abſtracted 
from all Conſiderations of his Union to hu- 


, man 
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man Nature) is the begotten Son of the 
firſt, by eternal Generation and Communi- 
cation of Life to his Subſiſtence from the 


Father; and ſo conſequently the Words 


Eternal Son, or any thing that holds that 
Doctrine forth. But don't miſtake me, I 
don't deny the Perſon of the Son of God, 
nor think there's a Word in Scriptute ſuper- 
fluous in the leaſt Reſpect ; but believe that 


the divine Nature ſubſtiſting in the Son is 


the eternal Jehovah. Thus I believe the 


Perſon. of the Son to be God, in the fame: 
Senſe that Chriſt is God. Now when we 


prove the Deity of Chriſt from Rom. ix. 5. 
Chrift came, wwho is over all, and God bleſſed 


for ever, we don't ay that Chriſt, as the 
Man Chriſt Jeſus, is God, but that his 
Perſon is the God-Man, and ſo the divine 
Nature is truly and properly God: So the 


Son in the ſame Senſe is God, i. e. The 
Son is the God-Man, and fo the divine Na- 
ture of the Son is God, truly and properly 


ſo. Thus we prove the Deity of the Son 


m the ſame Senſe as we prove the Deity of 
Chrift, without ſaying that he was, as a 
Perſon in the Trinity, begotten. Thus 


) 
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| Thus, Brethren, I have (I hope with the 
2 Lord's Aſſiſtance) given you a faithful Ac- 
9 count of my Faith, and the Acceptance 
thoſe Texts of Scripture hath with me. 
And I do really think, to hold the Doctrine 
of the bleſſed Trinity of three glorious Per- 
| ſons in its Purity, is to unclog it of thoſe 
— Terms Reaſon hath put in, (as I humbly 
concieve) and take it purely and alone as 

. the Holy Ghoſt is pleaſed to lay it down. 
"7 One cternal God in three Perſons exiſting 
; from all Eternity, ( but who by ſearching 
can find out how, for that Secret belongs 
only to God) and that one of the glorious 
Three took Fleſh, and, as ſuch, 1s the Son 


of God. This is a revealed Thing, and be- f 
longs to us, and is fairly gatherable from K 
Je. Holy Writ. 


Now, my dear Brethren, if you prove 

" what I have here ſaid to be contrary to the 
general Scope of the ſacred Writings, and 
contrary to the Harmony of the divine 
Perfections, I hope the Lord will not only 

open 
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open my Eyes to ſee it, but to acknowledge 
it alſo : But if to the contrary it be found, 
when we go to the Law and to the Teſti- 
mony, that this 1s agreeable to it, and 
likewiſe to the Perfections of Deity, I cannot 
really ſay (I hope with due Submiſſion and 
Humility) that I ſee myſelf obliged to own 


any Church Cenſure. And as I have thus 


far proceeded, I muſt beg your Patience a 
little longer, to tell you my Reaſons for 
differing in Judgment ; and hope that tho? 
you can (as you think) get over them, and 
I believe do it to glorify Chriſt the more, 
yet you will ſay thus far; that if I cannot 
get over them, I had better fay as I do, 
than to hold the Doctrine of Eternal Gene- 
ration, with ſo many confuſed Thoughts and 
unſurmountable Mountains of Difficulies, 
which would (was I to hold it) certainly ac- 
company it. Well then, Fir, I do aſſure 
you, as a Church of Jeſus Chriſt, in the Pre- 
ſence of the great God, that one Reaſon (in 
which all the reſt are compriz d) for not ac- 
cepting the Doctrine of Eternal Generation, 


is, becauſe I would hold the glorious Deity 


and 


Ii 


and diſtinct Perſonality of the ſecond 
glorious Perſon in its utmoſt Purity, 
without laying ourſelves open to the Adver- 
fary in the leaſt Reſpect, or giving him any 
Handle againſt us. But to branch it out, 
was I to hold that Doctrine, I could not 
account for three of the neceſſary Perfecti- 
y ons that accompany Diety, viz. Self-Ex- 
k iſtency, Eternity, and Independency : As 
f to the firſt, I can't help thinking with a 
4 certain Gentleman, but that he that is 1 
„„ *+ God muft neceſſarily exiſt; if he does 
. not neceſſarily exiſt, his Exiſtence muſt 1 
be owing to ſome Cauſe, which Cale 1 
. «© muſt be either himſelf or another; not 
another, becauſe he that is the Cauſe of 
& his Exiſtence muſt be God, and not he 
“ himſelf; and if the Cauſe of his own Ex- 
e iſtence, then he muſt be, and not be, at 
„ the ſame time, either of which is a Con- 
«© tradiction in Terms.” If TL remember 
right, this is very near what he ſays, or I 
am ſure the Senſe of his Words; however I 
can ſpeak. them as my Judgment; Now 
if one Perſon in the ſacred Trinity is be. 
D | ** gotten 
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«© gotten of another, I could not but think, 
© that the Begetter is the Cauſe of the Be- 
* potten's Exiſtence. And ſo as to Eter. 
* nity, I could not (was I to hold that 
«© Doctrine) think the Begetter and the Be- 
* gotten to be of an equal Date; but that 


the Begetter, as a Perſon, muſt exiſt be- 


„ fore the Perſon whom he did beget. So 
<* alſo Independency, the Begotten muſt, in 
«+ ſome Senſe or other, depend on the Be- 
5 getter for his Exiſtence.” And now, 
Brethren, is it not better to deny the Doc- 
trine of Eternal Generation, if it muſt be 
attended with ſo many Difficulties, as it 
would to me? and to ſay I believe in one 
God in three Perſons from all Eternity, 
but go no further? Not that I ſay, Brethren, 


becauſe you hold it, that your Thoughts 


claſh with any of God's Perfections: No, 
don't miſtaſte me; I believe you have 
Ideas different from what I ſhould have, 
and the Apoſtle ſays, Whatſcever is not of 
Faith, is Sin. Now if you have Faith in 
that Doctrine, ſo be it: But was I to fay I 
believe that Doctrine, and had no Faith in 


it, | 


(27) 
it, it would be Sin in me: And therefore 
I hope it will not be taken amiſs in me, for 


ſo plainly ſpeaking my Mind here. 


And now, Oh! Brethren, there 1s one 
Shocking Thing to juſtify myſelf from; Oh! 
*tis enough to make me tremble to relate it; 
ſurely it is not fitten to be uſed among Bre- 
chren in Chriſt, much leſs an Officer of a 
Church of Chriſt at an open Church-Meet- 


ing. It is an Expreſſion of Brother D 


F----d to me, who in a ſhort Manner faid, 


(when I deſired to ſpeak again) ** You 


* have ſpoke enough, and too much, for 
you have ſpoken Blaſphemy.” (Oh! it's 
a black and heavy Charge ; but, bleſſed be 
God, a miſtaken one) And that was, be- 
cauſe I ſaid, was I to hold that Doctrine, 


© could not hold Chriſt's proper Deity, 
though I could without it, and inſtanced the 


Word was God, and believ'd your Ideas to 
be different from what mine would be, was 
I to hold it. This was all the Blaſphemy 
that I faid, that I know of. I think (with 
Submiſſion) that in a Church of Chriſt, one. 

— 9 2 Brother 
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Brother ought to be righted as well as another: 
I therefore hope that you, as a Church of 
Chriſt, will deal faithfully, and not reſpect 
Perſons. But take Notice of this, and not 
ſee a Brother (for I am ſtill a Brother till 
cut off) thus griev'd and charg'd with 
blaſpheming (Oh! who can bare ſo heavy 
a Charge) my dear Lord, either as to his 
Deity or diſtinct Perſonality, And I bum- 
bly apprehend, that as a Member of a Con- 
gregational Church, I have the Liberty to 
ſay what I pleaſe ; eſpecially, as I truſt I was 
ſpeaking for my dear Redeemer's Glory. 
Yet the ſame Brother ſaid, If you ſuffer 
«© him to go on thus, I won't ſtay.” And 
when I movꝰd a very convenient Thing, vix. 
That the Queſtion ſhould be put to every 
one, inſtead of holding up Hands, the ſame 
Brother ſaid. What! do you think to 
* ſtrengthen your Party?” And when 
another Brother in Office (vi. Brother 


Hand, the ſame Brother faid, *©** Don't 
* let us flacken our Hands.” Now, dear 
Brethren, judge if there was the leaſt 
: E+ . ſhew 


(29) 
ſhew of Brotherly Love in all this. And 
yet this ſame Brother told a Man four 
Years ago to this Effect, vi. That he 
* had no Occaſion to be much uneaſy, for 
as he held a Co-equality of Perſons, it was 
not ſufficient to keep him out of a: 
«© Church.” (This was ſaid in the Preſence 
of a Brother of the Church, and they are 
now both ready to atteſt it, -and I have in- 
ſtanced nothing myſelt but what I am cer- 
tain off, and could, was there Occaſion, 
make Oath off.) Now Brethren, either by 
four Years longer ſtanding, the Thing is 
grown ſufficient, (not to keep out only, but 
to cut off Members, for what do thoſe 
Words imply elſe Don't let us flacken our 
Hands, but this? Let us proceed and cut 
them off. Is not the Admonition a Begin- 
ning of it'? And deſiring us to keep away 
from the Communion a demonſtrative 
Inſtance thereof?) or elſe this Brother hath 
changed his Mind, and fo ſhews Fallibility, 
(you fee it muſt be one of the two, Brethren) 
and fo may again in four Years more. Ho -w-. 


ever I yet value him indeed, as a worthy | 
2 Brother 
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Brother, and look upon this to be in 
Warmth, but I hope not in ANY Zeal. 
But to return, 


If it be urg'd, that denying the contro- 
verted Phraſe eternally bebotten Son of God; 
is millitating againſt Deity, I refer you 
to my Confeſſion. If it be urged, that 
I am for bringing Things to Reaſon, I an- 
fwer, I humbly conceive I do not, when 
all that I fay is, I believe one ſelf- exiſting 
God in three glorious Perſons, but don't by 
Reaſon pretend to find out how. Now, 
Brethren, I would humbly aſk how that is 
bringing Things to Reaſon : Indeed I have 
aſked how thoſe Terms ( as I thought put 
in by Men) could be conſiſtent, as, Eter- 
nally begotten, Eternal Generation, an 
eſſential Communication of Life to the Son's 
Subſiſtence from the Father, Begotten of 
the Subſtance of the Father, and that 
Perſon does beget Perſon, but Eſſence don't 
beget Eſſence, Sc. And for Reaſons before 
mentioned, choſe to lay by theſe Expreſſi- 
ons, and take it purely and alone as the Ho- 


ly 
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ty Ghoſt Au laid it t down, as Lat _ wa 
you. 


Now then, Brethren, I humbly beg 
Leave to inquire ; (for I can't think this to 
be a fundamental Principle, for this Reaſon, 
viz, I am certain that many of the dear 
Children of God and worthy Servants of 
Chriſt are on both Sides.) 1, I would hum- 
bly aſk, whether the general Reception of 
this Doctrine in Churches and the Sanction 


of great Men hath made it ſo? 1 would pay 


all due Reſpect to the valuable Servants of 
Chriſt to be ſure, but as there hath been in 
all Ages valuable Men that have differed, 
eſpecially in reſpect of Baptiſm, and as they 
were not infallible, we are not to build our 
Faith on them. But this don't ſeem to be the 
Caſe of late Years, (and if Error is not to be 
| bore with in private Perfons, much leſs in a 
Miniſter) for the Church never excommuni- 


cated the great Dr. Ridgley; neither did the 


Independent Board of Miniſters (if I am 
rightly inform'd) take their Youth that he 
was bringing up for the Minity from him, 
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but entruſted him with them to the Day of 


his Death; which ſurely they would not 
have done had they thought he held funda- 
mental Errors, yet his Principles was well 
known. And if I don't very much miſtake 
myſelf, one of the chief Things alledged 
againſt me at the Church-Meeting was 
denying the Faith of the Church. But 2h, 
Whether the Holy Ghoſt hath made it ſo ; 
if he hath (God forbid that I ſhould deny 
it) it ſeems very ſtrange to me, at leaſt that 


the Holy Ghoſt ſhould be pleaſed to lay 


down all fundamental Principles fo expreſly, 
and not this; for in all the Word of God 
I don't know that we ever find the Words 
Eternal Son, or Eternal Begotten, or Eter- 
nal Generation, or ever hear that the ſe- 
cond glorious Perſon in the bleſſed Trinity 
3s proceeding from the firſt by Eternal Ge- 
neration, nor Words that imply it ; where- 
fore I look upon it to be no fundamental 


Error on either Side; but deſire to fay with 


the Apoſtle, F thou hath Faith, keep it to 
thyſelf ; and J am very ſorry when I reflect 
on that Heat that hath appeared among us, 


for 


IN 


(33 » 


for which I humbly conceive. there was no 


Occaſion given: And as far as I can ſee, the 
only Difference in our Thoughts is t 


you think the proper Deity and diſtin 


Perſonality of Chriſt can't be prov'd with- 
out allowing the aforenamed Words, and 
that thoſe Texts of Scripture are applicable 
to his divine Nature only ; whereas I think 
the proper Diety and diftin& Perſonality 


of Chriſt may be prov'd without allowing 
the forenamed Words, and that thoſe. 
Texts of Scripture are applicable to him as 
the Perſon of the Mediator or God-Man * 
Or in ſhort thus; youbelie ve in one Eternal 


God in three Perſons, and that one of the 


Three is begotten of another; I believe in 


one Eternal God in three Perſons, but go 
no farther. And therefore, my dear Bre- 
thren, conſider what a Thing it is to hold 


up a Hand againſt a Brother for ſuch a 


Thing as this is, when we are all agreed in 


the Fundamentals of Religion, and I hope 
through Grace, we all know Jeſus Chriſt, 
and him crucified ; 0 as Dorey | 
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I know, my dear Brethren, that our Lord 
Bus Chriſt, as Head of the Body and King 
of Zion, hath inveſted you as a Church of 
Chriſt with Power and Authority to deal 
with your Members that hold heretical No- 
tions; but I humbly concieve our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt hath no where ſaid to, or or- 
dered his People to admoniſh, and ſo on, 


Brethren that don't ſee in every Reſpect 
as they do. 


And here I do aſſure you, my Brethren, 


that I greatly value my Standing among 


you as a Church Member, eſpecially when 
I conſider my own Unworthineſs. But I 


dare not ſay I ſee in this Reſpect as you do 5 


and of the two, I muſt rather give up that, 
than ſpeak againſt my Conſcience. There- 


fore, Brethren, I earneſtly beg of you to 


conſider what you are doing, for I do hum- 
bly apprehend, that denying the Faith of 
the Church is not the Thing in Queſtion, 
any more than ſaying I believe in adult 
Baptiſm, hen the Faith of the Church is 


Infant 
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Infant Baptiſm, unleſs you can prove He- 
reſy. Remember the Words of Inſtitution ; 
Brethren, the Apoſtle don't ſay, a Brother 
that don't ſee as you do, reject; or, a 
Denier of the Faith of the Church, reject; 
(for I humby conceive, a Church is not in- 
fallible) but an Heretick, after the firſt and 
ſecond Admonition, reject: Which I (with 
due Submiſſion) apprehend implies the Per- 
ſon's being known to be a Heritick before 
the Admonition. And IT humbly conceive, 
an Heretick 1s one that denies ſome notable 
Truth, which is grounded upon, or is entire- 
ly conſiſtent with the Harmony of the di- 
vine Perfections, and the whole Tenor of 
the written Word of God, in which it is 
plainly revealed. And as J have not yet ſeen 
this to be my Caſe in the leaſt Reſpect, I hope, 
before you proceed any further, you will 
prove it to be ſo from what I have here 
ſaid; which if you do, I hope the Lord 
will open my Eyes to behold it, and to ac- 
knowledge it alſo. But if you ſhould not 
ſo do, and only ſay I deny the Faith of the 
Church, and — I hope I ſhall find 

that 
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(the Zion in which I truſt through the un- 


gat though you, as my ſpiritual Mother; 


fearchable Riches of God's Grace, and the 
boundleſs Ocean of my Redeemer's Love, 
I was born again) and your dear Paſtor for- 


ſake me, yet my dear Redeemer, I hope, 


will be to me as a Covert from this very 
Storm, and as the Shadow of a great Rock 
in a weary Land: But hold! my Pen, go 
not fo faſt; are not the Hearts of all Men in 
the Lord's Hands? This would be an En- 
couragement to me, was I even at Gaol ; 
but here I have to do with the dear Chil- 
dren of God, who I hope will bare a 


Simpathy with thee, O my Soul. Who 


knows, but if the Lord ſhould, or if he 
ſhould not ſuffer this to go on, but it may 
be in an abundant Manner for his Glory, 
and (we hope) for our Good ? And there- 
fore, O my Soul, to Priſon and to Death 
for Chriſt and for Truth; and as the Lord 
upheld his martyr'd Witneſſes, doubt not 
but he will carry thee through this great 
Trial. And therefore, my dear Brethren, 
I hope (though not in my own Stength, 

5 but 


but in the Strength of my Lord and Maſ- 
ter Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God) that 1 
ſhall receive the Stroke of Excommunicati- 
on with ſome Degree of Chearfulneſs, as 
the bleſſed Martyrs went to the Flames; 
truſting in the Lord I have Truth and a 
good Cauſe on my Side. But if the Lord 
ſhould, or if he ſhould not ſuffer this to be, 
yet Satan may be baulk*d (though he may 
think he hath his Deſire) in ſome Way not 
thought of by us. However, dear Bre- 
thren, conlider the Relation we ſtand in one 
to another, as Members of that Body, the 
Head of whom is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , 
yea, as Fellow-Heirs of the Grace of God, 


and Denizens of the heavenly Canaan, of 


that City whoſe Builder and Maker is God. 
This conſider and look into, and may the 
Spirit of Jeſus guide and direct you in 
every thing for his own Glory, into whoſe 
Arms, even the Arms of my glorious Re- 
deemer and Saviour, I hope through the 


Aſſiſtance of the Spirit to fly, becauſe he 


hath promiſed to be near to them that call 
on him ; and in the Day of my Diſtreſs will 


1 call, and humbly hope he will anſwer 
me. 


J conclude, dear Brethren, with thoſe 
Words ſo often uſed by Divines, viz. I ſhall 
leave what hath been here ſaid (I hope 
with a ſingle View to God's Glory, and out 
1 of the Simplicity of my Heart) to the Bleſ- 

. ſing of Almighty God, and your ſerious 

1 (and impartial) Conſideration, and ſub- 
ſcribe myſelf, at preſent, 


Your unworthy Brother 
E 


London, March In ou Lord Jeſus Cbriſt, 
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JonN ALLEN. 
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